CHAPTBE IV.
THE COUNTER-REFORMATION AT ITS HEIGHT.
THE .period during which, the movement of the Counter-Kef ormation arrived and maintained itself at its height may be reckoned as covering the thirty years or thereabouts that ensued upon the close of the Council of Trent. This period coincides
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policy of with the main course of the great attempt of Philip II. of Spain to extinguish Protestantism in Europe. During these years, the few advances still made by Protestantism were more than counterbalanced by its losses elsewhere, while the Catholic reaction, on the other hand, fully developed its resources. It had now become an integral part of the ecclesiastical policy of Borne, which during far the greater portion of this period closely followed that of Spain, and never so much as contemplated a return to less direct and active courses.
Prom Spain, then, the entire movement, as before and at the Council of Trent, so during the preceding generation, received its chief impulses. The absolutism of the new Spanish monarchy enabled the will of Philip II. to reflect itself in the whole character of